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HAND SUPPORT APPARATUS OVER A
COMMODE OR URINAL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to bathroom support
devices, and, more particularly to a bathroom hand support
device permitting a male to rest against the device while
standing and urinating.

2. Description of the Related Art

When using the bathroom to urinate, it is often noticed
that handprints are on the bathroom wall over the urinal or
commode. It is apparent that these handprints are the result
of individuals, primarily men with dirt, grease, paint or other
sticky substances leaning forward and extending one arm
forward so that the extended hand rests in a position on the
wall to provide support. The need for some men to lean
against the wall when urinating can be attributed to a variety
of reasons such as for ones convenience, physical condition,
or simply because of habit. As a result of this practice by
some men, the bathroom wall can become soiled with dirty
handprints, worn and even marred or disfigured in a com-
mon strike area over the commode or urinal.

Although various types of bathroom support devices have
been proposed generally for the safety and convenience of
the individual, such devices are not sufficient to guard
against the tell-tell dirty handprint and soiled bathroom wall
problem. For example, the bathroom safety and convenience
devices disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 4,012,797 by Kristoffer-
sen (*797); U.S. Pat. No. 3,977,028 by Chang (°028); U.S.
Pat. No. 5,647,072 by Shaffer et al ("072); U.S. Pat. No.
5,340,070 by Soma (°070), U.S. Pat. No. 5,228,151 by
Livingston-Capoano (*151); and U.S. Pat. No. 3,713,180 by
Martin (*180) are not adapted to support the hand of a
commode user and do not address the need to protect against
damage to the bathroom wall in the area above the com-
mode. The device of the *797 patent shows a commode
fixture with adjacent wall mounted handgrips located on
both sides of the commode for hand support when facing
towards the commode fixtures. However, the handgrips
disclosed in the *797 patent are not at the proper height
above the commode to permit use thereof by men when in
the erect or standing position. The device of the 028 patent
shows a movable backrest supported on a wall behind a
commode. This device is movable to a position over the
raised commode lid for support of the back of a user of the
commode while sitting. Accordingly, the disclosure in the
*028 patent has no application concerning the need to guard
against the adverse effects caused by hands contacting the
bathroom wall repetitively over a period of time. The
devices disclosed in the *072, 070, 151 and 180 patents
show various types of structure for supporting the foot and
leg of a bather or when shaving the leg, or to facilitate
washing and drying of the feet and legs. Thus, the disclo-
sures in these prior art patents are also not satisfactory
structures for addressing the practice on men leaning against
the bathroom wall while urinating.

This invention is advantageous in that it provides a need
for convenient and stable hand support means for use by a
male user of a urinal or commode.

Another advantage of the invention is that it provides an
apparatus made of a sufficiently rigid material that will give
men a place to rest a hand in a target strike area above the
commode.

A further advantage is derived by providing a hand
element in the bathroom that can be adjusted and pivoted to
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a plurality of positions to accommodate men of different
heights that require a stable and convenient device to lean
against while urinating.

The invention is also advantageous in that it provides a
hand support apparatus that can be pivoted about a vertical
and horizontal axis and also provide stability and conve-
nience to men while urinating thereby preventing harm or
disfigurement to the bathroom wall.

Still another advantage of the invention is in providing a
convenient and stable hand support means equipped with a
sanitary towel dispenser for use by multiple users of a urinal
or commode.

Additional advantages and features of the invention will
become apparent from the description, which follows, and
may be realized by means of the instrumentalities and
combinations particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention, a
support device having a hand contact prop firmly affixed to
a wall and an adjustable post pivotally positioned above a
commode or urinal are provided. Hand support components
include a base plate, an adjustable post mechanism mounted
between a palm contact form and a brace, and a sanitary
towel dispenser mounted to dispense towels. The user may
optimally select a preferred hand rest position by manipu-
lating an adjustment rod that is in sliding engagement with
a hollow tube so that a spring-loaded pin carried by the rod
is aligned with one of the openings in the tube. This pin thus
uniquely permits the adjustment rod to be slideably arranged
within the tube in a plurality of positions. One end of the
adjustment rod contains a ball embedded within the sub-base
and partially in the base plate, which permits the rod to pivot
in a unique way about a vertical and horizontal axis.

Other features and advantages of the invention will
become apparent upon making reference to the specification,
claims and drawings to follow.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a hand support apparatus
according to a first embodiment of the present invention,
showing a condition wherein an adjustable post is extended
to the long position from a bathroom wall;

FIG. 2 is a right side elevation view of Hand support
apparatus of the first embodiment of the invention shown in
FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 1 but showing
a second embodiment of the invention and a portion thereof
in exploded position for illustrative purposes;

FIG. 4 is a right side elevation view similar to FIG. 2, but
showing the second embodiment of invention illustrated in
FIG. 3,

FIG. § is a perspective view similar to FIG. 1 but showing
a third embodiment of the invention and a portion thereof in
exploded position for illustrative purposes; and

FIG. 6 is a right side elevationn view similar to FIG. 2, but
showing the third embodiment of Hand support apparatus of
the invention illustrated in FIG. 5.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 show a preferred embodiment of Hand
rest or support apparatus 10 in accordance with the present



